
4 7 1 7 - 5 - 0 3  Apprent iceship. 

(A)  A master embalm er or master funeral director shall cert ify to the board only one apprent iceship 
at  one t im e for each license, except  under extenuat ing circum stance and with pr ior writ ten 
perm ission from  the board.  

(B)  A m aster em balm er or m aster funeral director shall arrange for the apprent ice to receive 
t raining from  any other m aster em balm ers or funeral directors in the state of Ohio in those areas 
where the pr im ary m aster em balm er or funeral director does not  have sufficient  business to sat isfy 
the requirem ents of the "Em balm er and/ or Funeral Director Task List ."  However, no apprent ice 
m ay serve m ore than one- third one-half of his/ her t im e working under a m aster em balm er or 
m aster funeral director who is not  the m aster cert ify ing the apprent iceship.  

(C)  A m aster em balm er or funeral director m ay cert ify an apprent ice only if he or she is em ployed 
or self-em ployed at  the licensed funeral home where the apprent ice cert ified the apprent iceship 
full t ime as defined in board rules 4717-1-01(H) , and which funeral home and/ or embalm ing facility  
has filed not  less than thirty deaths in the previous year, except  if granted pr ior writ ten perm ission 
by the board.  

(D)  The apprent ice and the m aster em balm er or m aster funeral director shall m ake the required 
cert ificat ion to the board of the term inat ion of any apprent iceship within ten days after any period 
of apprent iceship is com pleted. Any m aster em balm er and m aster funeral director who refuse to 
cert ify the term inat ion of any apprent iceship without  showing just  cause to the board shall not  be 
perm it ted to cert ify another apprent ice to the board and may be charged with unprofessional 
conduct .  

(E)  I n case of the death or disability of the m aster em balm er or m aster funeral director, the board 
m ay accept  in lieu of the m aster 's cert if icat ion of apprent iceship one or m ore affidavits from  other 
funeral directors or reputable cit izen having knowledge of the apprent iceship. Such affidavit ( s)  
shall include the dates of the apprent iceship, the relat ionship of the affiant  to the applicant , and 
the circum stances which give the affiant  knowledge of the apprent iceship, its nature, extent , the 
services provided, and the tasks accomplished.  

(F)  Any apprent ice who cannot  serve any port ion of t im e dur ing an apprent iceship due to disabilit y  
leave, m aternity leave or any other approved leave, shall term inate the apprent iceship during such 
leave and shall so not ify the board in writ ing within ten days after the term inat ion. The apprent ice 
shall re-cert ify the apprent iceship upon com plet ion of the leave period by subm it t ing the 
appropriate form s to the board.  

I f an apprent iceship record is inact ive for five years, it  shall be dest royed according to the board's 
record retent ion schedule. 

I f the board determ ines that  an apprent ice has violated this provision, the board m ay term inate 
the apprent iceship and deny credit  for the t im e period served by the apprent ice. 

(G)  The m aster 's sound professional judgm ent  should determ ine the progression of the 
apprent ice's responsibility and degree of autonom y afforded to the apprent ice based on the 
m astery of each skill during the term  of the apprent iceship. The "Em balm ers and/ or Funeral 
Directors Task List "  is designed to guide that  j udgm ent  and m easure the progress of an apprent ice.  

Direct  supervision, as defined in div ision ( I )  of sect ion 4717.01 of the Revised Code, is required 
for at  least  the first  ten arter ial adult  em balm ing cases perform ed and reported over the course of 
a m inim um  of two calendar quarters in which the apprent ice em balm er assists and the first  twenty-
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five funeral serv ices in which the apprent ice funeral director assists and reports over the course of 
two calendar quarters of apprent iceship or, in the case of an apprent ice who did not  com plete 
m ortuary science college, the course of six calendar quarters of apprent iceship. 

Supervision, as defined in division (H)  of sect ion 4717.01 of the Revised Code is required for all 
acts of the apprent ice. 

(H)  A funeral director apprent ice who has, in the sound professional judgm ent  of the m aster funeral 
director, at tained sufficient  skill and experience during the apprent iceship, including but  not  lim ited 
to, assist ing under the direct  supervision of a licensed funeral director with twenty- five funerals 
and who has successfully com pleted nine m onths of an apprent iceship or, in the case of an 
apprent ice who did not  com plete m ortuary science college, com pleted eighteen m onths of an 
apprent iceship, may meet  independent ly with fam ilies that  have been advised prior to the m eet ing 
of the apprent ice's status, to prepare at -need and preneed funeral arrangem ents using a worksheet  
to determ ine and define the fam ily 's desires. The worksheet  shall be given to the m aster or other 
licensed funeral director associated with the same funeral home as the master who will use it  to 
prepare a funeral purchase cont ract  conform ing to the federal t rade commission part  453 -  funeral 
indust ry pract ices revised rule. The apprent ice is not  perm it ted to sign a funeral purchase record 
or cont ract . The apprent ice is not  perm it ted to sign an insurance cont ract  unless the apprent ice is 
a licensed insurance agent .  

An apprent ice who is a licensed insurance agent  m ust  advise the board of this fact  and provide 
his/ her insurance license num ber at  regist rat ion. 

( I )  I n no case shall an apprent ice spend m ore than twenty per cent  of any apprent iceship assist ing 
in pre-need solicitat ion or arrangem ents.  

(J)  Upon com plet ion of the apprent iceship, an individual m ay cont inue to serve in the sam e 
capacity as an apprent ice under the direct  supervision of a funeral director or em balm er for no 
more than ninety days to allow the apprent ice to sit  for the required exam inat ion, or unt il the 
apprent ice receives his or her grade from  the exam inat ion, whichever occurs first .  
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