
 

Administrative Rulemaking and Public Participation 

Purpose 

This guide explains how the Ohio Department of Youth Services (DYS) adopts, amends, and 

rescinds administrative rules, how those rules are filed and reviewed, and how members of 

the public may participate in the rulemaking process. 

What Is a Rule? 

A rule is a formal regulation adopted by a state agency under authority granted by the Ohio 

General Assembly. Rules have the force of law and are compiled in the Ohio Administrative 

Code. 

Review Process 

The Department is required to review each of its rules at least once every five years in 

accordance with section 106.03 of the Revised Code.  The purpose of this review is to 

determine whether the rule should be continued without change, amended, or rescinded. 

Rule Filing 

Rules are filed electronically through the Register of Ohio (ERF system). Upon filing, the rule 

package is transmitted to the Legislative Service Commission (LSC), the Joint Committee on 

Agency Rule Review (JCARR), and the Secretary of State in accordance with Ohio law. 

When required by law, stakeholders and the general public have an opportunity to provide 

input during the Department’s public hearing, which is typically conducted not earlier than 

31 days after the rule is filed. Notice of the public hearing is provided at least 30 days prior 

to the hearing through publication on the Register of Ohio website 

(https://registerofohio.state.oh.us/) 

Members of the public may subscribe to rulemaking notifications through the Register of 

Ohio website. The public hearing notice and full text of proposed rules are also available on 

that site. 

The Department considers recommendations, input, and public comments and determines 

whether a rule should be continued without change, amended, or rescinded. 

https://registerofohio.state.oh.us/


Aside from the five-year review required by law, the Department may review rules at any 

time in response to new legislation or changes in policy and may also propose new rules. 

General Steps in Rulemaking 

• Drafting and Legal Review 

• Initial Filing (CSI Filing) 

• Public Notice and Hearing 

• Public Comment Period 

• JCARR Review 

• Final Filing (No Change Filing) 

Public Participation 

Members of the public may review proposed rules, submit written comments, and attend 

public hearings as part of the rulemaking process. 

Department Contact 

The Department's Division of Legal Services is responsible for administrative rulemaking 

functions. Questions or comments regarding a proposed rule may be submitted to: 

DYSChiefLegal@dys.ohio.gov  
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