
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES 

 
DATE:  August 13, 2014      
TIME:  10:00 a.m.    
LOCATION:  Room 3110B, Rhodes State Office Tower 
   30 East Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43215  

 
Pursuant to sections 2151.86, 2152.72, 3107.014, 3107.015, 3107.017, 3107.032, 
3107.033, 3107.062, 3107.083, 3107.09, 3107.12, 3107.17, 5103.03, 5153.16, 5153.166 
and Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, the director of the Ohio Department of Job and 
Family Services gives notice of the department's intent to consider the amendment and 
rescission of the rules as identified below and of a public hearing thereon.  The rules are 
proposed for amendment as a result of the five year review process. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-02, entitled "Putative father registry" provides guidance regarding 
the procedures of registering with the Putative Father Registry and completing a check of 
the registry. Paragraph (A) was removed because it is duplicative and also found in rule 
5101:2-1-01. Paragraphs (C)(G)(L) and (N) were removed because they outlined the 
responsibilities of ODJFS. New paragraphs (B)(C) and (E) were updated to add the 
registry website as a source of information and also a venue to register or request a search 
electronically. The link for the Putative Father Registry was also corrected.  All other 
changes were made as a result of the Partners for Ohio Families (PFOF) rule review for 
clarity and ease of the reader. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-03, entitled "Requirement of "Social and Medical History" provides 
guidance to agencies regarding the requirement to obtain historical information from 
birth families prior to the adoption of a child. The only change to this rule was to update 
the revision date of the JFS 01616 “Social and Medical History” form. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-06, entitled "Assessor roles and responsibilities for foster care and 
adoption" provides guidance to agencies, attorneys, and courts that employ or contract 
with assessors to provide specific foster care and adoption services. The rule was largely 
amended to add in courts that contract with assessors for adoption purposes and to clarify 
that those workers completing certain foster care services must also be assessors. Other 
changes were made for clarity as a result of the PFOF rule review. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-09, entitled "Application process and preservice training" gives 
agencies guidance regarding the process and training required for persons seeking 
adoption approval. Paragraphs (A) and (B) were updated for clarification purposes. 
Paragraph (F) was updated to better align with foster care requirements. Paragraph (H) 
was removed as it was unnecessary due to the requirement in (G). The new paragraph (I) 
was updated because it listed a requirement that ODJFS is responsible for. The new 
paragraph (N) was updated to align adoption and foster care training requirements. Foster 
care training rule revisions will be forthcoming. All other changes were the result of 
discussion and review of the PFOF rule review process. 
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OAC rule 5101:2-48-10, entitled "Restrictions concerning provision of adoption services" 
provides guidance to agencies regarding the criminal records check requirement for 
adoption approval. No substantive changes were made to this rule. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-11, entitled "Approval of a foster home for adoptive placement" 
provides guidance to agencies for persons wanting to add adoption approval to an 
existing foster care certification. All changes made to this rule were for the clarification 
and ease of the reader, as a result of the PFOF rule review process. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-17, entitled "Assessor visits and contacts with children in adoptive 
homes prior to finalization" provides guidance to agencies regarding prefinalization visits 
with adoptive families. Paragraph E was updated to refer all adoptive placements outside 
Ohio to the Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children (ICPC) rules located in 
Chapter 5101:2-52 of the Administrative Code. All other changes made to this rule were 
for the clarification and ease of the reader, as a result of the PFOF rule review process. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-18, entitled "Postfinalization services" gives agencies guidance 
regarding their policies on the postfinalization adoption services they will provide, and 
what procedures to follow in the event they do not provide a service that is requested or 
needed by an adoptive family. A clarification was made to paragraph (A) regarding the 
definition of agency for the purpose of this specific rule. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-20, entitled "Release of identifying and nonidentifying information" 
provides guidance to agencies regarding the information that is able to be shared with 
adopted children and adoptive parents at different times. The changes made to this rule 
were for clarification purposes. 
 
OAC rule 5101:2-48-21, entitled "Child study inventory" provides guidance to agencies 
regarding the collective information about the child to be adopted. The only change 
made to this rule was to update the revision date of the JFS 01616 "Social and Medical 
History" form and correct the Revised Code chapter that applies to social workers and 
counselors. 
 
A copy of the proposed rule(s) is available, without charge, to any person affected by the 
rule(s) at the address listed below. The rule(s) is also available on the internet at 
http://www.registerofohio.state.oh.us/. A public hearing on the proposed rule(s) will be 
held at the date, time, and location listed at the top of this notice. Either written or oral 
testimony will be taken at the public hearing. Additionally, written comments submitted 
or postmarked no later than the date of the public hearing will be treated as testimony. 
 
Requests for a copy of the proposed rule(s) or comments on the rule(s) should be 
submitted by mail to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, Office of Legal 
and Acquisition Services, 30 East Broad Street, 31st Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3414, 
by fax at (614) 752-8298, or by e-mail at rules@jfs.ohio.gov. 
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