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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

OHIO DEPARTM ENT OF JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES

DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

July 28, 2015

10:00 a.m.

Room 2921, Rhodes State Office Tower
30 East Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43215

Pursuant to sectisn3107.0323107.033, 5103.03%103.18, 5153.16&and Chapter 119

of the Ohio Revised Code, the director of the Ohio Department of Job ang Fami
Services gives notice of the departmenttent to consider the amendmaexit the rules
identified below and of a publcehring thereonThere are eight rules proposedto be
rescinded andreplaced as new, oneproposedfor amendmentand one proposed for
rescissionas a result of the five year review progess well as a concerted effort to align
the foster care and adoptidtomestudy processes, pursuantséxtion3107.0330f the

Revised Code

OAC rule 5101:2-521, entitled "Agency assessment of an initial appdn for a foster
home certificate” igproposed for rescissionThe rule was largely duplicative of
requirements found in other rules. The requiremerds vilere not located in other rules
were added to OAC rule 5101:2-5-20.

OAC rule 5101:2-520, entitled "Intial application for chid placentein foster carefs
proposed for rescission, and for replacement witleva rule of the same numbentitled
"Initial application and completion of the fostere&omestudy This rule provides
guidance to agencies regarding the foster care&aiiph and homestudy prage For
the most part, language was changed and movedei@nli paragraphs to algn with
adoption and fow with the homestudy process. New requiremecitsle obtaining
references from any agency the applicant has preyiamgplied to for foster carer
adoption and obtaining references from adult @hidiof the applicants. Another new
foster care requirement is that, as with adoption,htveestudy process cannot begin
until the receipt of a fuly completed JFS 01691 appbn. A caveat was addéal both
foster care and adoption rules, however, that Bgpiicant decides to add the other
program (a foster applicant decides to add adoptionjce versa) then they wil not be
required to duplicate documentation or trainingpinbecause theres ia new application
date. These were based on recommendations from ttreBa&or Ohits Families
(PFOF) rule review process that included many puiiid private agency partners, as
well as foster and adoptive parents. Revisions waiste completed bad on feedback
from external and internal stakeholders who madanents during the clearance

process.

OAC rule 5101:2-524, entitled "Foster Home Recertification Procettise proposed

for rescission, and for replacement with a new rukéh@fsame maber entitled "Foster
Home Recertification$ This rule provides guidance to agencies regardiiag

requirements of recertifying a foster home. Ferrtiost part, language was changed and
moved to different paragraphs to align foster care and adapt&s) and fow better
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with the recertification and update process. Rapg(C) now alows agencies to send
out the JFS 01331 up to 150 days prior to the expiration of thentdoster care
certiicate. This change wil allow agencies aawhifies addibnal time to meet the
requirements of the recertification. Paragraph4(E){as added to align with adoption,
but simply requires the agency to review the mosteat financial statement, and allows
the agency to require a new statement if there hase dignificant financial changes.
Paragraph (E)(8) was revised to clarify when camibackground checks are required for
existing residents of the household who turn I@uding chidren placed in the home.
Language in paragraphs (G) and (FH)sehange to remove the abilty for a lapse in
icenses and to clarify that the caregiver musimitulthe reapplication at least 30 days
prior to expiration of the certificate or approvdf.the family reapplies less than 30 days
prior, the agency is able to cplete the recertification or update if they aresabl but

are not required to. This change wil allow agencis time necessary to complete the
assessment of the family and not wait until thé daeute in case the family reapplies
late. Paragraphl)(of the foster care rule allows a thirty day lapséhe foster care
certifications only for those due within 90 daysitw effective date of the rule, in order
to allow agencies and families time to implement ribev standards. Paragraph (J) was
broudit over from the homestudy rule, as it should h@icable the entire time a home is
icensed for foster care.

OAC rule 5101:2-330, entitled "Change in Household Occupancy; Chandéartal
Status; Change of Address"proposed for rescissiomnd for replacement with a new
rule of the same numbamtited "Foster Home Amendments,” and gives guielatac
agencies when there have been changes in the homefadtdreparent, such as a new
household member or change of address. The vgastitynaf the changes made to the
rule were for paragraph and language algnment deivioster care and adoption, as well
as clarification and ease of the reader. One changess the rule was to allow agencies
more time to complete requirements if the ageneg ot notified of the change in a
timely manner. New language was added to paragrapte@¢@jding how the agency
processes the amendment. This is not a new requirdme@ards to practice, but it was
not previously explicit in rule. Paragraph (Daswchanged to align with initial
homestudy requirements for a new household member or spouse.

OAC rule 5101:2-331, entitled "Sharing or Transfer of a Foster Horfie'proposed for
rescission, and for replacement with a new rulighe@fsame numbeentitled "Sharing or
Transferring a Foster HomieThis rule gives agencies guidance on the requiresméant
sharing or transferring a foster home. Changesenadhis rule were a result of
paragraph and language algnment between fosterandradoption. Pageaph (B) was
added to this rule to align it with the adoption requirementgw ldnguage was added to
paragraph (G) to specify that the most recentaleperpetrator check of chid abuse and
neglect must be shared with the new agency, alory the rest of the foster care fie.

This change is a result of guidance from our lesgaff, to ensure that a complete copy of
the fle is shared. New language was added to mphgH) to specify that new
references must be received for adult chidren efidkter parents, as references are not
to be shared with the receiving agency. Languagé)rwas revised to reflect current



practice and allow for agencies to complete the faanmocess in the statewide
automated chid welfare information system (SACYW#en SACWIS alows them to.

OAC rule 5101:2-48-11.1, entitled "Foster Caregiver Adoption of a Fokier @ho has
Resided with the Caregiver for at Least Six Consecutionths"is being proposed for
amendment antlas been retitled "Foster Cakegi Adoption of a Foster Child or Sibling
Group who has Resided with the Caregiver for asL.&&x Consecutive MonthisThe
change in title, as well as the changes throughcautrule were made to clarify that one
JFS 01692 could be used for more thanfoster chid, as long as the chidren were
siblings and placed with the caregiver for at leastn®inths. Paragraphs (C),(E), and (F)
were revised to align with similar requirementsother rules in this transmittal letter.
Paragraph (J) was reviseddarify that the information listed is to be reviewed part of
the adoption assessment, rather than having a newereent placed on the foster
caregiver, in conjunction with ORC 3107.012. Paragraph (K) was adasigit with the
requirement in 5102:48-11 regarding timelines for forwarding required documentation
to the agency completing the adoption homestudy approval.

OAC rule 5101:2-48k2, entitled "Completion of the Homestudig proposed for
rescission, and for replacement with a new rulighefsame numbeentited "Completion
of the Adoption Homestudy The rule gives guidance to agencies on how to aepl
an adoption homestudy. For the most part, language was @¢hangemoved to different
paragraphs to align foster care and adoptionflandwith the homestudy process.
Paragraph (D) is a new requirement for adoption arglbsaught over to align with the
existing foster care requirement. The caveat in papag(G)(3) was added to both foster
care and adoption rules that if an applicdatides to add the other program (a foster
applicant decides to add adoption, or vice versa) then they wil neighieed to
duplicate documentation or training simply becabseetis a new application date.
Paragraph (M) was revised for clarity, ahé request for information on third party
investigations was removed. Paragraph (N) waseevio specify that the PCSA that
receives the notification letter must respond, ef/émey have no relevant information.
Paragraph (P) was expanded to inclubat if the agency determines the applicant
knowingly provided false information for the application, tbenbstudy, or any
document during the homestudy process they neemdlow fthe procedures outlined in
5101:2-3313. Paragraph (Q)(4) was revisedatow for when private agencies obtain
access to SACWIS, and the language regarding thenaty report was removed as this
was an ODJFS requirement. Paragraph (Q)(6) waedeto clarify when the Large
Famiy Assessment is required to be completed.adpaph (Q)(7)(d) was added to align
with foster care requirement®aragraph(Q)(10) includes a new requirement to obtain
references from any agency the applicant has preyi@amblied to for foster care or
adoption and obtain references from adult anidiof the applicants. Paragraph (Q)(13)
was revised to align with foster care in that d wepection is required for wel water.
Paragraph (S) was added to align with foster caperesnents. A timeframe was added
to paragraph(V) in response to anternal comment received from monitoring staff.
Many of these were recommendations from the Parfoei®hids Famiies (PFOF) rule
review process that included many public and privageney partners, as well as foster
and adoptive parents.



OAC rule 5101:2-48-12.1, entitledCbmpletion of Adoption Homestudy Upddtes
proposed for rescission, and for replacement witeva rule of the same numbentitled
"Adoption Homestudy Updatésind provides guidance to agencies regarding how to
update the adoption homestudy every two years. Fanti® part, language was changed
and moved to different paragraphs to align foster care andi@depd flow with the
homestudy update process. Peapf (C) now allows agencies to send out the JFS 01331
up to 150 days prior to the expiration of the current adoption hatgestoproval. This
change wil allow agencies and families addtiotiae to meet the requirements of the
update. Paragraph (E)(Was added to ensure that if the large family sssent had not
already been required when the original homestudg eompleted, and is required at the
time of update, then the agency shall completeJ&#® 01530 at the time of update. This
paragraph ab requires that if the family's situation has ckdngignificantly since the
previous JFS 01530, a new one shall be completed at the time of palagraph (E)(8)
was aligned with foster care to specify that agenenust complete the safety audit
within six months prior to the update. Paragraph (E)(% redised for clarity regarding
when background checks are to be completed on existing househd&htsesvho turn
eighteen. Paragraph (E)(10) was revised to spddfyittis only required if the faily is
only approved for adoption, and not also foster parents. Para@apvasg revised to
clarify that the adoptive family must send in theapplication timely in order for the
agency to have ample time to complete the update.

OAC rule 5101:2-48t2.2, entitled "Completion of Adoption Homestudy Amendments”
is proposed for rescission, and for replacement witevarule of the same number
entited "Required Notification and Adoption Homestudy Amendsieand gives
guidance to adoptive families redimmg when they need to notify the agency of certain
changes, and gives guidance to agencies regardingtchommplete amendments. For the
most part, language was changed and moved tcediffgparagraphs to align foster care
and adoption and to flow betteiith the amendment process. One change acregsiéh
was to alow agencies more time to complete reqeirds if the agency was not notified
of the change in atimely manner. New language wdsdtb paragraph (D) regarding
how the agency processtie amendment. This is not a new requirement gards to
practice, but it was not previously explicit inerul Paragraph (E) was changed to align
with inttial homestudy requirements for a new hdwdd member or spouse. Paragraph
(G) is a new requirenmt that aligns with the homestudy approval and tgdaproval
process. The rule states that agencies shallderaviitten notice to adoptive parents of
the approval or denial of the amendment. This allagsncies the opportunity to deny
an amendment nd end the homestudy approval span if the change ¢batred in the
family calls for such an action.

OAC rule 5101:248-19, entitled "Sharing and Transferring Adoptive Honwistll is
proposed for rescission, and for replacement witew rule of the same numbentiled
"Sharing and Transferring an Adoptive Homestudy" amesgiagencies guidance on how
to share homestudies and process the transfer of an adoptive homestudgl.appoov
the most part, language was changed and movedffeécenti paragiphs to align foster
care and adoption and to fow better with the transfer psodearagraphs (D) and (F)



include new language that if a supporting document csntaifalse statement knowingly
made by the adoptive parent, then the agency shall m@seela copy of it to another
agency or consider that homestudy in a matching conferentersfer. Paragraph (E)
includes new language that the most recent alleged péopett@eck of chid abuse and
neglect must be shared with the new agency, alongthehrest of the adoptive parent
fle. This change is a result of gudance from our legal, siaffensure that a complete
copy of the file is shared. Paragraph (H) incluttes new requirement that adult children
of the adoptive parent must be contacfed a reference. Paragrapll) and (J) were
revised to align with foster care transfer requrets. Language iparagraph(K) was
revised to reflect current practice and allow foermies to complete the transfer process
in SACWIS when SACWIS allows ¢m to.

A copy of the proposed rdleareavailable, without charge, tany person affected by the
rues at the address listed below. The rules are also avaiableheninternet at
http //www.regsterofohio.state.oh.us/A publc hearing on the proposed wmilevil be
held at the date, time, and location listed at the top ohttise. Either written or oral
testimony wil be taken at the publc hearing. Aiddally, written comments submitted
or postmarked no later than the date of the publicifgearil be treated as testimony.

Requests for a copy of the proposed rule(s) or comments on the rule(s) bkoul
submitted by mail to the Ohio Department of Job and FaBagices, Office of Legal
and Acquisiion Services, 30 East Broad Streef' Bbor, Columbus, Ohio 43213414,
by fax at (614) 758298, or by email atrules@jfs.ohio.gov
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