DATE: 11/27/2012 4:56 PM

ACTION: QOriginal

MEMORANDUM

TO: Howard Henry, Ohio Department of Agriculture
FROM: Mark Hamlin, Director of Regulatory Policy
DATE: November 21, 2012

RE: CSI Review—Possession of Dangerous Wild Animals and Restricted Snakg3AC
901:1-2-01 through 901:1-2-09)

On behalfof Lt. GovernorMary Taylor, and pursuantto the authoritygrantedto the Common
Sensdnitiative (CSI) Office under OhioRevisedCode(ORC) section107.54, theCSI Office has
reviewedthe abovementioned admstrativerule packageandassociatedusiness Ipact Analysis
(BIA). This memo represats the CSI Office’s comnentsto the Agencyasprovided forin ORC
107.54.

Analysis
This rule package consists of nine new draft rules being proposed by the Ohio Depaftment

Agriculture dealing with theéssue of dangerous wild animals and restricted snakes. Specifically,
the rules are being proposed as required by reeentigted Senate Bill 318nd relate specifically

to the caging and fencing requirements for animals designated under ssataegarous wild
animals or restricted snakes. The rules were submitted to the CSI OfficeéctreiC®1, 2012, and

the comment period was open through November 21, 2012. No comments were received during
the CSI comment period.

Senate Bill 310 requireexistingowners of designated animals and snakes, with some exceptions
(such as sanctuaries, wildlife rehabilitation facilitiesd other accredited/licensed entities), to
register their animals with the Department of Agriculture and comply with oibecified
regulations. As described in tBepartment’'BIA submitted with the rule package, the rules were
developed in consultation with an ad hoc committee of zoo representatideveterinary
community members, and are based on standards developed by the Zoological Association of
America.
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The rules will have an adverse impact on those Ohioans who own designated andrsakes
some for business purposesand who will have to expend resources to meet the caging and
fencing standards outlined in the rules. At tinee the Department submitted its BIA to the CSI
Office, the registration period for owners of these animals had not ended. Hpugiage that
time, the registration period has ended and thepdtment indicated that it received 130
applications to register 483 animals.

The cost to comply will vary depending on the number and types of animals being housed, and the
nature of théhousingalreadyin place for these animals. However, the Department acknowledges
that in some cases, animal owneavdl likely be required d construct almost entirely new
enclosures, which will presumably entail considerable expetniigmately, the Department is
requiredby statuteto adoptthese ruts, and through Senate Bill 3ftte state has made the policy
determination that the neéar stringent regulation of those dangerous wild animals and restricted
snakes already in Ohio justify the adverse impact to businesses and othal awners.
Moreover, no comments were received offering alternative wayachieve the regulatory
objectiveswith less impact.Consequently, the CSI Office hase recommendationggardingthis

rule package.

Recommendations
For the reasons discussed above, the CSI Offiee dot have any recomendations for this rule
package.

Conclusion
Based onlte above comments, the CSI Office catudes thathe Departmenshould proceed with
theformal filing of thisrule packge with the JoinCommittee on Agency Rule Review.



