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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Corey Schaal, Ohio State Dental Board 
  
 
FROM: Michael Bender, Business Advocate  
 
  
DATE: January 9, 2026  
 
 
RE: CSI Review – Use of LASERs by Dental Hygienists (OAC 4715-9-01, 4715-9-01.4, 

and 4715-9-07) 
 
 
 
Pursuant to the authority granted to the Common Sense Initiative (CSI) Office under Ohio Revised 

Code (ORC) section 107.54, the CSI Office has reviewed the abovementioned administrative rule 

package and associated Business Impact Analysis (BIA). This memo represents the CSI Office’s 

comments to the Board as provided for in ORC 107.54. 
 
 
Analysis 

 

This rule package consists of two new rules and one amended rule proposed by the Ohio State Dental 

Board (Board). This rule package was submitted to the CSI Office on November 4, 2025, and the 

public comment period was held open through November 19, 2024. Unless otherwise noted below, 

this recommendation reflects the version of the proposed rules filed with the CSI Office on November 

4, 2025. 

 

Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 4715-9-01 outlines the permissible practices of a licensed dental 

hygienist. The rule is amended to make technical corrections and establish guidelines for the use of 

light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation (LASER) technologies. OAC 4715-9-01.4 is 

a new rule that specifies the education, examination, and training requirements for licensed dental 

hygienists seeking to use LASER technologies. OAC 4715-9-07 is a new rule that lists the dental 

tasks and procedures which may not be delegated by licensed dentists to licensed dental hygienists. 
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During early stakeholder outreach, the Board’s Law and Rules Review Committee (Committee) 

reviewed the rules during several open meetings throughout 2025. The Committee is comprised of 

seven members, including representatives from the Ohio Dental Association and the Ohio Dental 

Hygienists’ Association. Additionally, the Board sent public notices and Rule Review agendas to 

interested parties on its mailing list. The Board accepted the proposed amendments and approved the 

filing of the rules on July 30, 2025, based on input from the Committee. No other input was offered 

by an interested party. During the CSI public comment period, the Board received one comment from 

the Ohio Dental Hygienists’ Association pointing out that the changes agreed to by the Committee 

were not included in the draft rules submitted to CSI. The Board resolved this dilemma by making a 

number of mostly technical corrections to reflect the draft rules approved by the Committee, in 

addition to removing a requirement for dental hygienists to obtain two hours of continuing education 

regarding the use of LASERs each biennium. 

 

The business community impacted by the rules includes licensed dentists and dental hygienists in 

Ohio. The adverse impacts created by the rules include the time and costs associated with licensure, 

training, continuing education, minimum standards of care, and sanctions for failure to comply. 

Potential sanctions include lost time and earnings, suspension of licensure, and educational 

remediation. Dental hygienists may experience varying costs based on the individual continuing 

education courses they take. According to the Board, the rule changes reduce the adverse impact on 

dental hygienists by removing a prohibition on the use of LASER technologies, thereby increasing 

their scope of practice. The Board states that the adverse impacts to business are justified to follow 

statutory requirements and protect the public. 

 

Recommendations 

 

Based on the information above, the CSI Office has no recommendations on this rule package. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The CSI Office concludes that the Board should proceed in filing the proposed rules with the Joint 

Committee on Agency Rule Review. 


